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Algeria's election authority head Mohamed Charfi speaks during a news conference to announce the results for the country's legislative elections in Algiers, Algeria, 15

June 2021. © EPA-EFE/STRINGER



More than two years after the start of the popular Hirak, and more than a year and

a half after the presidential elections, Algeria held its first legislative elections

during Abdel Majid Tebboune’s presidency on 12 June 2021 to elect new

representatives to the People’s National Assembly (the parliament’s lower

chamber). The authorities had promoted these elections as the panacea for

Algeria’s structural crises and the Hirak’s opportunity to integrate elected bodies.

However, most elections previously organized by the ruling class have only

aggravated the legitimacy crisis haunting the regime in Algeria, as each time they

failed to fulfil their purpose: Hold the failed officials accountable and

democratically renew the political class. In Algeria, elections are a tool to ensure

“authoritarian resilience,”
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 which allows the regime to cosmetically renew political

institutions without the need to drastically reconsider the processes regulating

them. So, what makes the June legislative elections any different, and what is the

ensuing potential new political plan? 

Failed reconstruction on top of political

destruction

Parliament, as an institution, generally evokes negative reactions in the collective

mind of Algerians, given that it has always been the product of elections marred by

wide-scale fraud and quotas the regime sets based on purely clientelist criteria. 

The parliament has also always been a haven for corrupt businessmen and

politicians seeking to benefit from parliamentary immunity or expand their

influence and interests by reaching decision-making positions. This image became

bleaker towards the end of Bouteflika’s presidency due to the blatant occupation

of Parliament by corrupt businessmen and the promulgation of unpopular and

dubious legislation to advance the interest of the class of corporate businessmen

at the time,
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 whose clout had grown in the final years of Bouteflika’s rule. It is not

odd for the Algerian public to call their parliament al-shukara (“money vault,”)

with reference to the corrupt money running deep in its corridors. 

The image of the Algerian parliament is a natural reflection of the ruling class’s

fragility and schisms - including forces labelled as “opposition” - as a result of

years of ineffective and restricted political action. This is largely due to the
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regime’s preoccupation with security and the obsession with monitoring partisan

action and civil society as a whole. Furthermore, the clientelist relationship

between most political parties and the regime was also fuelled by the rentier

Algerian economy.
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Against all hopes, the regime of President Tebboune did not seek to restore a good

image or the parliament.  Such a step would require, in principle, suitable

conditions for free and sound political practices, which would enable the rise of

new political parties and election of representatives empowered to gradually

move beyond the remnants of political destruction left behind by Bouteflika’s rule.

On the contrary, Tebboune kept the same parliament for more than one and a half

years,
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 despite personally acknowledging that it lacked credibility and true

representation.  What is worse is that several sensitive pieces of legislation were

passed by the same parliament, such as the amendments to the Penal Code in

April 2020. 

Before the June elections, the regime had failed on two vital occasions. First, the

presidential elections were imposed on 12 December 2019 by the army, despite

wide popular opposition, and had almost no element of surprise as all the

candidates were affiliated with the same regime. Second, the referendum on the

new 2020 constitution, which was the political cornerstone of Tebboune’s “new

Algeria” project and his promises to drastically transform the work of institutions,

was dealt a massive blow as a result of the wide public boycott.
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 Moreover, the

new constitution lacked any major amendments to the president’s broad powers

and did not grant parliament any meaningful supervisory authority, contrary to

Tebboune’s original promise.
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Despite the clear message sent by the Algerian people, who largely refrained from

taking part in these two electoral events, the authorities insisted on holding the

legislative elections as planned and under the same conditions inherited from

Bouteflika’s regime.  As such, parliamentary elections were held in a troubled

political context, with ongoing popular Hirak protests and Tebboune’s failure to

create a political dynamic capable of absorbing popular discontent or implement

any major economic reforms, as he had promised at the beginning of his term. 

On the contrary, the current authorities’ policies increased political tensions and
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restored the situation to what it was before 22 February 2019, if not worse.  This is

due to the tightening of security measures, including tightening laws that restrict

freedom such as banning marches in most cities, increasing arbitrary detentions

and using the judiciary as an oppressive tool to discourage Algerians from

protesting. Although the authorities invited Hirak activists to form organized

political bodies, they ignored the licensing applications submitted by some

activists to establish political parties.
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 These increasing political tensions were

compounded by a difficult socio-economic situation as a result of the drop in oil

prices since mid-2014 and the repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

All of these factors combined discouraged opposition parties from participating,

fearing a popular boycott, on the one hand, and the loss of their remaining

political legitimacy, on the other. 

  

List of Political Parties who Participated in the Legislative Elections of 12 June 2021 and those who Boycotted them

Boycotting Parties Participating Parties 
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