Sudan-Chad deal another Saudi
diplomatic win
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In a move that affirms its belief that regional lplems need regional solutions, Saudi Arabia scge
another diplomatic victory by brokering a deal betweard& and Chad to quell spillover fighting fr
the Darfur crisis. While the impact will becomeatler in the months ahead, there is no denyingtkte
recent accord -- encouraging the two African neayhlto stop rebels and opposition groups from st
cross-border raids and support the African Uniefferts to stabilize Darfur -breaks new ground ir
festering crisis.

The Sudanese government signed the African Unionsped Darfur Peace Agreemievith a mail
faction of the rebel Sudan Liberation Movementhe Nigerian capital in May last year, but viole
continued unabated. The latest agreement is signifibecause African Union peacekeepers havt
that the Darfur conflict cannot be resolved unlesstilities cease on the Sudan-Chad border.

After a string of proactive diplomatic efforts taldress the region's compounding crisé%alestinia
infighting, Palestinian-Israeli conflict, LebandByria, Iraq and Iran - Saudi Arabia used #rab Summi
in Riyadh in March to venture into resolving thenfliwt across the Red Sea. King Abdullah pushecs
dialogue among Sudanese President Omar BeshiredJhiaitions Secretary-General Banrioon an
Chairman of the African Commission Alphau@ar Konare to evolve a mechanism to overcom
Darfur problemRead full article
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