Dysfunctional gover nment

Former allies of Al-Maliki's government are nowriung into some of its harshest critics,
writesNer meen Al-Mufti in Baghdad

The number of identified bodies found in Baghdagkrby 41 per cent compared to three
months ago, when Operation Imposing Law began. St#fecivilians and over 30 Iraqi
servicemen were killed on Saturday and Sunday alone

The worst attacks took place in the dominantly-Danlan town of Amirli, 170km north of
Baghdad, where on Saturday morning a suicide botvlber up a truck loaded with five
tonnes of explosives in the central market. Thdasipn killed 150 civilians and wounded
350 others.

The following morning the town was in shock and mmanng with walls draped in black
banners bearing the names of the dead. Most ofictiens were from the Bayatli clan, one of
the largest Turkoman clans. The town has abouQln2d@d brick houses. Fifty of those were
destroyed in the blast.

Jasem Al-Bayati, whose relative was seriously wednahd hospitalised following the attack,
told Al-Ahram Weekly what happened minutes before the blast. The velatas going to his
shop when he saw a green truck driven by a marksgean a mobile phone approaching.
Within seconds, the truck exploded and he was tbsge the air and awoke in hospital, he
said.

Abu Ali Al-Bayati said that Amirli was a safe plaeaed had neither American nor Iraqi
military bases. All the town had was a small poBtation, five police cars and 30 policemen.
Town residents, who were in the process of putiiggther a pavilion for a memorial, voiced
their anger at the government and the Unified Ifdbance, the group for which most of
them voted in the last elections. The blast digdsupplies of water and electricity in the
town. Now residents want the government to declzee town a disaster zone.

Turkoman parties, such as the Iraqi Turkoman Franatinptly denounced the explosion and
started sending relief supplies. Turkey sent in plames to fly 25 of the wounded to Ankara
for treatment. This followed a request by residéotsT urkish intervention to protect them
from various threats. On the same day, two bombaagsirred in dominantly Turkoman
Kirkuk. One of the blasts hit a centre of the RuiciUnion of Kurdistan.

Many Turkoman expressed surprise at the bombingaedng they had always fought for a
united Irag and had refrained from cooperating théihoccupation forces before or during
the invasion. This may explain why they have becemgpolitically marginalised. US-backed
Kurdish leaders have been trying to seize oil-fichkoman land, including Kirkuk, a city
described in the Baker- Hamilton Report as a "povkedg".

Prime Minister Nuri Al-Maliki and other Iraqi offials denounced the attack. Vice- President
Tareq Al-Hashimi accused the government of weakardf the inability to protect Iraqis.
Al-Hashimi described the bombing in Amirli as "bkaterror™.



In June alone, 540 bodies were found in Baghdaghtifig between the Mahdi Army and
Iraqgi forces erupted in Al-Samawa, Al-Nasiriya akleDiwaniya in the south. US and
coalition forces intervened in the battles, shglli® homes in Al-Diwaniya and killing 10
civilians.

Meanwhile, a crisis loomed on the political horigolowing the suspension of the
Accordance Front, a Sunni group, from participatiothe government.

The Al-Maliki government, in the meantime, approvked controversial gas and oil law,
which the Bush administration demanded as a camditr continued support of the current
government. The law is opposed by several parliaanams. And the Association of Muslim
Scholars issued an edict,fatwa, calling for the law to be scrapped. The AccordaRmont
said it had no information about the law and iteadments.

Although the pro-Sadr parliamentarians have endein boycott of the parliament, tensions
between Sadr supporters and the prime ministerireevadent. Sadr supporters said that Al-
Maliki had turned against them, although they wbeeones that put him in office, adding
that Al-Maliki's days in government were number€de Sadr supporters were dismayed by
Al-Maliki's claims that, "Baathists and Saddamist&re active within the pro- Sadr group. If
such accusations were true, one Sadr supporteta@étohen it was the Baathists and
Saddamists who put Al-Maliki in office.

Ahmed Al-Sharifi, a key figure in the Sadr grougpldtthe newspapekl-Zaman that Al-

Maliki was duplicitous. Al-Maliki's government hashcouraged the occupation forces to
attack the Sadr group, he claimed. Al-Sharifi adiihed a coordination committee has been
formed by the Islamic Daawa Party and the Highlamsc Council in Iraq (HIC) without
prior consultation with Sadr supporters. "The ainthe new committee is to produce new
sectarian quotas that would favour Daawa and tl@"HlI

Ahmed Al-Shibani, a top aid of Mugtada Al-Sadr dstinat Al-Maliki's government was not
going to last long, and was already a spent fardbe eyes of the occupation. "We have
learned from our sources that the occupation famesAl-Maliki's government that much."
Thousands of Sadr supporters staged a protestshddiMaliki in Baghdad last Saturday.
Sadr parliamentarians say that even if they apptioe®il law, they will insist that US and
UK companies are not allowed to process and drillrfiaqi oil.

Al-Maliki launched a fierce attack on the Sadr grdallowing a meeting with President Jalal
Talabani last Saturday. The prime minister accalsedadr group of abetting "gangsters and
robbers, Saddamists and Baathists, who carry gutr@al acts with impunity.” He called on
Sadr supporters to disassociate themselves frdimggiterror and lawlessness.

Nassar Al-Rabiei, a pro-Sadr parliamentarian, to&Weekly that the government "was
looking for an excuse to hide its failure to bradgout security and stability, despite its claims
that the security plan was making progress".

Iragi and US officials had in the past accused3adr group of involvement in sectarian
killings and abductions. Al-Maliki dismissed thadgarges. He even criticised US forces
when they stormed Al-Sadr City, the strongholdna Mahdi Army.



Al-Maliki's change of heart coincides with Jalaldizani's promise that a "front of
moderates” would be formed. The front would briogether the Daawa Party, the HIC and
the two Kurdish parties. Talabani expressed hogethie Islamic Party would join the new
coalition, but it was trying to exclude other fosdeom the scene, such as the (Shia) Sadr
group and the (Sunni) Accordance Front. Al-Malfkr, his part, said that all political groups
were welcome in the new coalition, so long as theye committed to resolving disputes
through peaceful means.

Janan Ali, a professor at Baghdad University, mddke term "front of moderates", saying
that the parties involved were quite extreme théwaseAli said he expected the formation of
the new front to trigger further problems.

Iranian diplomats visited for the first time thedilranians held by US forces on charges of
aiding armed groups. The five men were arrestdibihon 11 January 2007. The Iraqi
Foreign Ministry described the visit as a "positilevelopment”.

Sources in the White House said the Iragi goverriwas unlikely to meet the deadline set
by President Bush for September. The US has 157t660s in Irag and is expected to send
more. On the first two days of the week, 12 US avm UK servicemen were killed.



