Democracy Irreversible in Kuwait: Sheikh Sabah

Kuwait Times- 14 January, 2008

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sapasterday reiterated that
democracy in Kuwait is irreversible and that intdlgtions are a constitutional right of MPs,
but called for using other means. The affirmatiame during a meeting between the Amir
and Speaker of the National Assembly Jassem Al-&fhand a number of MPs representing
various blocs in the Assembly.

Besides Khorafi, MPs Adnan Abdulsamad (Popular Blabmad Bager (Islamic Bloc),

Jaber Al-Muhailbi (New Islamic Bloc), Mishari Al-Aari (National Bloc) and Mubarak Al-
Khrainej (Independent), attended the meeting. MBudmmad told reporters after the
meeting that the Amir emphasized the importanadd®Assembly and its role as a legislative
institution, and insisted that democracy in thentouis essential.

The Amir also affirmed on the use of constitutiomadans including grillings, but called for
using other means like questions and investigati@figre resorting to interpellations,
Abdulsamad said. He added that rumors of the ditisol of the National Assembly were not
raised during the meeting.

Every representative expressed his views duringnipeting and some said that some people
from outside the Assembly were trying to obstriet functioning of the government through
influencing a number of MPs, Abdulsamad said. Tihardkowever demanded a proof for
such allegations, insisting that there should bamsubstantiated statements. The Amir added
that he is prepared to apply the law on anyoneigeavhe has proof, the lawmaker said.

It was agreed to hold more such meetings in thedyusaid Abdulsamad, adding that the
Amir did not hold the National Assembly alone resgible for what's happening in the
country. HH the Amir praised cooperation shown by3vn approving a number of economic
legislations during the past few sessions, the ®&.s

MP Bager said the Amir also called on MPs to aperather economic bills involving
privatization, tenders, companies and capital ntaakeong others. The Amir also assured the
lawmakers that the issue of increasing salaridquefaitis will be implemented as promised

in February through the cooperation of the Assembly the government, Bager said.

The meeting was arranged before the debate ofrifiagyof Education Minister Nouriya Al-
Sabeeh on January 8 in a bid to discuss the igst@peration between the government and
the Assembly. The meeting was also called overudagons and rumours that the National
Assembly was going to be dissolved by the Amirdwiihg tensions between MPs and the
government and the large number of grillings ofisters and threats to grill many others.



