
This first annual report on the state of  democracy in the Arab world is based on data 
gathered within the Arab Democracy Index covering three key dimensions: the con-
stitutional and legal angle; public opinion and impressions; and the actual behaviour 
patterns of  regimes in power, based on their performance on the ground, and docu-
mented reports regarding the way central authorities exercise their power. Measure-
ment is based, therefore, on monitoring performance and behaviour rather than just 
examining intentions and theoretical criteria, like legislation and rules. 
This report is edited by the Palestinian Centre for Policy and Survey Research and 
coordinated by the Arab Reform Initiative. It is the result of  a close collaboration 
between ten different institutions selected by ARI, some of  which are members of  the 
Initiative. The report reflects one of  the main objectives of  ARI, namely to nurture 
Arab research capacity and promote a home-grown vision of  reform and of  the pri-
orities as defined from the region. 
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